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NATIONAL INTELLIGENUCER.

THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR."
REPORT OF THE CONGKEsSIONAL COMMITTEE.

The Joint Committes on the Conduct of the War, aps
pointed by the late Congress, and which by_‘ A m..oiu_u..u of
one or both Hou:es was permitted to continue its sittinges
after the expiration of the offizial tarm of that Congress,
concluded vu Friday last one branch of its labors by the
sd piion of 8 Report desoted chicfly to the Uperations of

the Army of the Pobauac.
This Kepor!, ss we lvarn from ita pages, is to be fol

Jow: d by utbers relating to the firat battle st Bull Run—the
troups there engaged baving been the nuc'eusof the Army
of the Putomac—srd to the disastrous conflict at Ball's
B uff, in which portions of the troops of the same army
were rhmﬂ'- A Beport is alan ’l’l)lllw on the Western
Dspar'm ut.  The battle at Fredericksburg ia noticed
only iu part. No meunlion is made of the operations ‘u the
Bbe naudosh sud Mouotsin Departmente.  As regaids the
camjuigu uf tle Aruy of Vugiois, under Geo. Popr, the
cumwittes says that the circuwst nces counecicd wilth it
“ baye been 8o ful y invesiyated by the military ¢ urta in
the cases of Gen. MeDowell and Gen. Porter” that be
commiitee * deemed 1t unnecessary lo make so thor ugh
an iuvestixation of that campaign as they w. uld oth-rwise
" have done”” It therefure coufines itsell to a recital of
* the orders aud oorrespondence in relation to the delays
in the forwarding of Gen. SBumner's aud Gen. Frank iv's
corps from Alexsndria to the assistarce of Gen. Pupe
For \be same reason—ibat the subject has been iuvesti-
guted by » wilitary commissiou—the cowmitiee bas uwut
de: mod it vecessary to ke wuch testimony io relaticn to
the surr: nder of Harper's Ferry, and dues uot p-opoee, 8a
we inler, to make sny reportin regard to that affair.
The Report before us would, if inserted at large, ocoupy
pear’y four pages of cur prper, Three-fourths of it is
occupied with the military services of Gen, MeClellan,
commeneing Wwith bis sppointment ss the succes or of
Gen. Beutt, and coming down to Novewber last, when Le
wos re ieved of the commsnd of the Army of the Potomac.
His forees, bis movements, his delays, bis repested ealls
for reintoreewents, bis differences with the President and
Geperal-in-Chief. his alleg-d failure to provide proper
protrciion for the national capital, &e., with much of
which our riaders are a'ready fam lisr, ate adverted to,
more or lees at lnrge, and interspersed with unfavurable
views of his operations in the field, based upon the opin-
jous of o'ber officera who were ealled befure the commit-
tee. The testimony is not yet priuted, and of course does
pot aecompany the report. to which we shall have cccasion

to reeur heresfler. :
We place before our readers in the following columna the

remaining branches of the Report.
CONDUCT OF THE WAR.

lo Decemher, 1861, & Joiut Committes of the two
Huuses of Congress, cousisting of three members of the
Bevate and fuur wembers of the House of Represcutatives,
was sppointed, with instructions o inquire iuto the con-
doet utp‘:he prerent war. ;

Your committee proceeded to the discharge of {hs duty
devolved upon Lhem, and have labored zeolously, and tory
trust faithfully, for tbat purpose. As evideuce of tha:,
they would refer to the large mass of testimoay takeun by
thew upon many subjects, snd herewith reported.

The subject of inqury referred to them was one of the
utmoat impoitance snd magnitude. Upon * tha conduot
of the present war'' depei ded the issus of the eXperiment
inaugurated by ur fathers, after s0 wuch exproditure o
blo. d aid treasure—ibe e-t-bi-hment of & nation fuunded
upon the eapasity of man for self-g wervm-nr. The nation
wias engag-d iu & contesl for 1te ¥ ry existence; a reve.
livn, vopagailel-d i bistory, thréatened the vvertirow of
our free iustitutions, aud the most prompt and vigorous
measures were demanded by every coos deration of honor,
patriotisw, and & due regard for the prospeiity aud Lup-

of the people. : ;

Your eommttes eoull perccive no nacessily for recom-
weuding any pa ticular legislation to Congress. Ite pre-
vious cour-- showed that po such recowm-ndation was
required. When Congress me=t the precediig July. fresh
frow the prople—onllvd upon to provide for the safe'y of
the Government and the maintcuance of ths avioan
hovor snd existence—the Reprecentatives of the People
gsve full evidrnce that they cowpr-hended the duty
devolved upon them, and hed the courage a:d will 10
fully discharge 1. The Adwivistration called by the
people to the head of the Guvernment, 1o thisa the mos!
eritscal period of the unt eu's history, was more promptly
and 'ully supported thaa that of any other Goveroment of
which histury bas preserved soy record. Toe call of the
Pres dent for wouey and men had been more than com-
plird with; vo legielation whieh be had dremed necessary
bad been denied by Coogress; aud the people tad mo-t
vobly and geserous'y supported and rustuined what ther
representatives bnd prowised in their vawe. The snme
Cuongiess, iresb irom their coustituents, hnd again met, ard
there o uld be n doubt that ns they hnd beiure acted ¢o0
wou'd toey coutinue to aet. It vee but to refer to the
bisto'y of the Congress just cliwed, its prowpt and
thoriugh act o0, clothong the Executive with the fallest
power, placiog st bis dispossl all the resources of wen aud
wpey which tbin uaton sed, to prove that your
commitles Judgrd rightly that Cingress peeded nu
prempting fiom (bem 1o do fte entire duty.

Not upou those whose duty it was to provide the mea-s
peoeseary to put down the rebellion, but upou thosn whure
duty it was 1o rybitully apply those means, and the sgouts
thry ewpl yed for toa: purpe €, resied the bame, f any,
that the b pes of the untion bave vot b eu realised, aud 1
expec'ati s bhive be-o »o loog di appointd.

mr o wwit'ee tberefors coucluded thot they woul
best poiform thewr du'y by endesvoring to vhisie suenh io
furma fon o respect 1o toe conduct of the war sa wouls
beet eiable thew to advise what mistakes bad bee wa v
1o the past and the proper coursse 10 be pursued in the fu-
ture: to obtain such informat oo as the wany and lahorions
duties of the President snd bis Cabinet pieveuted tiem
from sequiri g, and 10 lay it before them wi'h such recoin-
we datio s and suggestione aa seemed to be meet impers-
tively demanded; aod the journal of the proceediogs of
your committee sbow that fur a lorg tme they were in
coustant communication with the Preadent aod his Cabi
vet, and veglected no opportuni'y of st ouee laying beivre
them the im ormation scquired by them in the couree of

rinvestigalicns.

ﬁr’i.l.n, :.pf;le subj-cta of iovestigation presented them-
eclves for the consideration of your committer, any ove of
which might well require the action of & cowmittes for
ftae Ils woa s}l of wheen, it fully invest grted, would d-mand
the sttention of sll the Hepreseotatives in Congress. L
whas spparent f1om the first ibat your cowm § ve would b
compeiied 1o covfive the ir attantion to u few of the wore
promient subj-cts of inquirg—to those the investigation
of which would best enabe th m to comprebend the causes
sod uroessity, |1 suy, for the delsy and isactjon character-
izitig the opera ioue of our armies 10 the feld.

Aud whi e rach of thoss subjects bas received from them
the atiention which ite imporiance merited, so far as they
were able to give it, the attestion of your comwmittee has
been turned more part.cularly to the history of the Arm
of the Polomne. {:m bistory of that a'my is to be I‘oni
all that i» necessary to conble your committes to report

om * the conduet of the war” H.d that srmy fulfilled
m that s generous and covfiding peopls were justified
expectivg from it, this rebellion had long vince been crush.
~d, snd the blessings of restored 1o this pation. Th-
failure of that army to fulfil those expeetations has pio-
louged this cuntest to the present time, with all its expen-
diture of life and treasure, for it has to & great extent ven-
tralized, if vot entirely destroyed, the legitimate fruits
which otherwise have been reaped from our glorious
victories in ihe West,

Therefore, whils your committes have not failed to take
the testimony of witnesses in relation to military «pers.
tions in other parte of the country, and also upon varous
subjecta to which their attention han been specially direct-
ed by Congress sod the War Department since tha com:
mit ee was first appointed, the piincipal part of the testi-
mony taken by them relates to the Army of the Potomac
and those subjects wore immedintely oontectad with ite
oporations. They bave taken the testimony of nesrly two
busdred witnesses, slmost entirely men in the wilitary ser-
vice of the Guvernment, iucluding sbout one bundred Geu-

erals.
The disaster at Bull Run o July, 1881, was ful'y ivves

ligsted by your committee, an being the first conflict of
the uational troops with armed trenson upon the field of
battl- ; aod slev beenuse the troops thers eogaged formed

the puclens around which hes since boen collected the vast
and magn i -ent Army of the Potomae. Toe result o1 their
Wy stigation your committee submic in & separs o repoit

Your commiit-o have slso investgated the dissster st
Bali's Biufl, that batt'e beiog the first confliot of any ex
teut in which suy of the troops of the Army of the Po'o.
twne wers eng god niter ita re-orgamzition. A separate
report of that diswater ia nlso submitted. ]

Tunvedintely after ihe orgavization of your committee,
and before proce ding 1o the taking of moy testimony,
they nddres ed to Gen, McCl l'an, who, by the retirement
of Gen Boott, had becvwe Geueral-in-Chisf of the Army,
the following commu ieation :

' Wasuivoton, Decexsen 21, 1861,

vidw with you 81 vur r0om wt the Uapiiol, at such time ss
mAY Buit YOUr souv- nisste, in view of yeur proreiog ex .
ments. Our p'res of meeting 14 the room of the Commitlee
on Tenil’.o'iu 0 the Seunte. i
1 remsin, Yory respectinlly, youra
Ao u.’_l-‘ Wabg, Chalrman.
** Mujor Genera! Gro. B MoULELLAN,
* Geoeral Commandiog Anny United Btates.”

While fully appreciating the dignity and power with
which they were clothed by the eoncurrent action of buth
Mouses of Congress, they deemed it but just to award to
e position the cousiderstion of asking bim to einfer with
theém in relation to the best metbod of fulfilling those ex-
pectations which the propls had a right to hope for from
an Administration which they had, through their Represen-
tatives, conferred nuch plonary powers. A refercnes [o
the journal of § ur committes will show that il bealth
prevented Gen  MeClellsn from ymmediately comylying
with buis invisation. The uecessi ies of the case, hwever,
were s pres=ing and urgent that your oommitice con
¢ udad to proceed at once to the tuking of testimouy.

[Here fullows the commitiee's view of the operations of
the Army of the Potomac and of Gen. MeClcllan's caw-
paigue, to which we bave before alluded. )

THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.

On the 16'h of Novemb: r Gen. Bu nside started the
co wwns of bis om it w Warrenton to Frededicksburg,
not bov ug besrd suy thing of the delsy of the pootvvne
tenis Washi gton.  Th- v legram sooouoeiog the delay
did et re ch G o, Burnid - winil th- 19 0 of Novewber.
The corps of Grn Sum « r was 1o thée » v De~, nnd it woe
the i ten o thet b evould eross over 1o B ed-iiek-burg
and t ke po-session of the plare. But the Itlu-ll'llll'nl. wf
the pon ouns 1o time prevented the movewent which tad
been contemplated, sud vecessi ated the sdoplon + f uther
measures

Geu. Burnside then b-gan to make preparativns for an-
olber woveweut, briogiug up the poutoons as rapidly as
posrible, to enable his forces to cross the nver.

The plsn determined upon was to cross the river at two
pointa; the right wing to oross opposite Fredenick-burg,
and the left wing tu eroes from 1hres to four miles below
the eity  The left wirg was composed of the left graod
divi fon, wih & corps from the e-n're grand divisin,
meKing 8 fores of (rem 50,000 to 60,000 mea, the whole
being under commnr d of M §r Gen. Franklio, The croas-
i1g was wade successiu'ly sv both points, but w.th wuch
oppusition from sharpshouters ou tae right. :

G- n. Burnside states the following in regard to bis plan
uflt}uck'.

“ ] he eremy bad cut a road along in the rear of the
line of hei.hts where we made our attack, by weans of
which they connected the two wings of their ar:y, and
rvoided a lui g detour around through a bed countiy. I
obtained frow a eolored man, from the other s de of the
town, information in regard to thie new road, whieh proved
to be corrvot, I wanted to obtain poesession of that new
rosd, anu that was my reason {r m:k og an attack on the
extreme left, 1d'd not wmtend to make the sttack on the
right until that posit-on had heen takes, which I suppos-d
would stagger the enemy, cutting their line in twoj and
tten I proposed to make s direst ntiack on their front aud
drive them out of their works."

The folliwing is the order to Gen. Franklin, who eom-
manded the lefi:

“ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

“ December 13, 5.65 A. M.
“ General Hardio will +arry this despatch to you and re-.
main wi h yon diring the dsy The Geners! communding
directs thut you keep your whole commund in josition for +
rapii movemeut drwn the old Richmond roud, snd youn will
send cut at once o divieion, o1 least, to pars below Smithfield.
to seize, if poeaible, the heighis nenr Caprain Huami ton's, on
this side of the Masrupounx, tuking eare Ly keep it well np-
pi rted and its line of retreat open  He bus ordered avo'her
colnmn of & division or more 1o be moved from Gren. Sumner’s
ecommand up the plank road to ita intergection of the u'egranh
road, whers t ey will divi‘e, with » view to reizing the
he:ghts ¢n both of 1hose roads  Holdi F these heights, with
thughlightl pear U ptuin Hawitou's, wili, I hop=, compel tha
enemy 10 evucuste he whole 1idgs betwern theee poiuts He
m kes these muves by ¢ lumus d:miant from each other, with
# 1 lew of nvoiding the poesibili ¥ of & collision of our own
forces, which might ocour in & general movement ouring the
fog. Two of Genessl Hooker s divisions are in your re r at
11 bridges, and will remuin thee e rupports  Coiies of in-
structions w Genera's Somoer and Hooker w1l ve forwarded
to you by sn ord-rly very soon. ¥ u will keep your whole
commund in resdines to wove nt 0/ ¢+ &« aoon wethe f g lifta
The watchword which, it pursitle, shoald be given 1o every
cunr Yy, will be * Seott.’

h 've the bonor to be, General, very respectfully, your
obedient servaut, vas G Panxr,
** Chief of sStaff.

“ Major General Frasxriw, S
“ Command ng Dip.riment, Grand Division Army f
“ Potomace™

General Franklin o ates, when |-at examined, that he re-
oeived the above order at about 7 30 A M., and that b+ at
vnee tovk measures to earry out what he cousidered to be
tbe wear ing of the order, that is, * an armed cbsrrvation
to ascertain where the eormy was'" Lo bis testimony, given
when your comm ttee were at Falmouth, be snys: ** I put
i sl the troops that [ thought it proper sand prudent to
put in. 1 fought the whole strength of my cowmand, an
fur nn I couid, aud at the soms t me keep my connection
with the river open.”
From the testiwony it would sppear (hit the attack was
in reality mide by ine of ihe smallest divisions in Gen
Froukln's command—tbe divaion pof Gen. Meade, num
bering about 4,500 men. 1hs divisioo was supported on
its rght by Gea Gibbou's divielm of about 5,000 men
On the left was Gew. Doubledsy's division, firming the
¢X reme left of our hue, nearly at 1ight angles with Gen.
Meade's division, and ext-nding to the river. Just as
Gen Meado's division advanced to the atisck, Geo. Bir-
ney's divinion, of (en. Stonewan’s corps, numbering sbut
7.000. esme up sod tovk position imwedistely in rear of
Gen. Meadr,
The divinion of Gen. Meade sueceeded in pereing the
firat Jine of the epemy, and gaining the oreat «f the hill.
Geo. Gibbon, seeing Gren. Maad» advancing to the attack,
ordered his divisivn forward. After his last brignde bad
sdvanced, driving the enemy with the bayonet, aud be was
preparing his batieri~s to open upon a rebel regiwent that
made their sppearance on bis left, Gen Gibbon was
wiund-d and takeo from tbe fi Id  Geu. Meade's divievn
bving rescled the ereat of toe bill, formed them:elves in
he presence «f the reserves of 1he ensmy. who op-ned
fire upon bem in frout, and they also received a fire upon
b ir Baok, The superority of the encmy was 80 «Ver-
worlming that Mew o's d vision was T oreed back, as was
n w0 Gibboo's div mon,  The enemy pu su=d un il evweked
ny B roey's divienm Qur [ reess ¢on tnued to hold thetr
powtion, willout renewiug the stiack, up il tLey were
wrd red to withdraw ser 8« the river

The loss susta n-d io the attack, in kiled, wonnded, and
minsiog, wers as foliows: Mead="s diveion, 1,760; Ghib-
bou's division, 1.249;: Buoey's divirion, 961

Gen Burnei e, upon hearing of tue swall fores ordered
to atta-k the enemy. seot an order to Gen. Fraoklin to
make & vigoroue a tack with his whole foree. Beversl of
the witnessed testi'y that bad the stteek been ren-wed
with all the avalable torce und<r Gen. Franklin's com-
mard it would bave been succ-sslul. Gen. Frunk'iu testi-
fies tuat it was not an order, but & request, and that when
b+ received it it was too late to renew the atiack, and
therefure be dii not do it.

Geo. Frauklin test fies «n {ollows

* The order under which I was act'rg directed that the
line of retreatah:uld be kept open It alo dirsoted toat
I +hou'd bold wy treops in pesicon forn rap d march down
the Richmond road | never dresirad that this wea oon
sidercd ns & atroo g attack sl a ], uniil moce the bttle took
plage At tust time 1 bad no iden that it was the maio at
tack, but supposed it wan an arwed observation w a-cer-
taio where the envmy wae. .. ..... I wan stieng hened
io thls vpivion by the staff office: who brought it (the
Ofdﬁf ) - F . " .

* Question. Did you not undorstand, from this order,
that you were 10 use all the troops neosssary to seize and
hold the beights n-gr Cap sin Hawilton's, and that the
General commanding co midered that that was pecessary
to be done in order t secure suceess |

“ Avawer. No; 1dud nit 1should suppoes that the
order would pot bave limited me to * at least o division,” an
the wording of it shows, bad such been bisintenting and,
besides, be directa we to keep my whole command in posi-
tion to wuye nlong the old Richwond rosd. I be bad in-
tended me to uss my whole foree, if necessary, to hold that
hill, he bardly would bave coupled it with the condition o
*eep my command in resdivess for this other movement.

“Quention. Was the other movement feasible until after
the pussession of those heights by vur troops ?

“Auvsawer. 1 think that the cotber m vemeaut, if it bad
bern oriered with my whole furee, would Lave necessarily
involved the possesaion of those heighte. Had I been or
dered to wove my whole free along the Richmond road, 1
should bave bern compeiled to take nil that would be found
io the rond, sod thoee pelgh's would have been inthe road.

“ Queston. Awit was indispensable that we thould bave
poss:s-ion of those heights in vrd«r to move down the old
R evmond road, sod as you were ordered to send out at
lenst one division to pa s below Saithl- 11 aod seige, if pos
sible, thowe heigh's, d d you net deem that that order re.
guired of you that you should, when rlpu[lﬂ' i the frst
st ampt, reocw the attack 1

* Amswer. | think 1t did; but by the time the rebals
wers driven back i Lo the woods, by Bi vey's division and
8 ckels's division, it was past thiee o'clock. It was dark,
nt tha* time, by five o'alock, and it was tos Jae they to
mirke such an attempt with the shightast hope of surcoss.”

Toe testimony of all the witoesses b<fores your eomm t-
tes proves mo.t conclusively that, had the attack bhesn
made upon the lefe with all tue force whieh Gen Fraoklin
could bave uced for that yurpose, the plan of Gen. Buro-
vide would bave been eomplately succesaful, and vur army
would bave achieved 8 most brillin t victory

Adlter the sttack on Baturday our army remained io po-
vition until Mouday night, when it was withdrawn soros
the ricer without loss,

Your committes bave not considered it eaeential to ra
poit up' n the operations of the right wing of our srmy io

“ R Younre wware thut s Joiot Commities hins besn
wtad by the Seunte spd Houss of Represnatut|ves to jn-
sre loto * the coudnot of the war' Our (ommwitten, ut &
held this moruing, vomnimoun!y expromsad a desire,

before proceeding i i their officlul dauties, 0 bave wn jioter- | the right fought most gallantly, making repeated nitacke, | the sorvice wubjast to the npproval of the

th's bastle, for the rearon that the sucesns of the m ve.
ment evidently depended to s very groat ex'eat upon the
| sngoessful operation of the left.  Although our troops cn

ho strepgth of the ecvewy’'s position whs suclh that oor ]
f roen were compelled to rotire.

INTERFERENGE WITH GEN. BURNSIDE'S | LANS.

Ou the 26tk day of Junuary, 1863, the follywing resolu-
tion was adopled by the Seusts, and reforred to your
ocommittes : -

“ Resolved ‘That the Commiites on the Condaet of the War
be ipstracted 1o | quire whether Maj. Gen A K. Barnside
L, sinca the buttle of Frederickaburg, formed any plans for
the m vemeut of the Army of the rolomse, or Auy portion of
the same; and if #o, whether suy saboidioate general of
seid army have written 1o or vis ted Washington to « pposs
or interfers with the exeeution of such movements. sod
whether such prop-sed movements hive besu arrested or in
tarfored with, and if 4+, by what authority "

Under that resolution, your committes procesded to take
the testimony of Mujor Generals A. E. Burnside snd John
G. Purke, aud Brigedier Generals John Newton, Jobn
Cochrane, sl Willinm W. Averill. Thist testimony br.ngs
to light the following faote: ,

Bhorily afer the bat le of Fredericksburg, Gen. Buro-
side devised a plan for attacking the en~my in his front

The main army was to ¢ross st 8 plsce sime sX or seven
miles beow Fiod-rickeburg. Tho positious for the ariil

lery to protect the erossing were seleoted; the ronds
were nll surveyed, nud the cordu oy was out fur proparig
the roads. At the rame time & feint of erossing was to be
made some dis a8 above Fa mi.uth, whieh feint cou'd be
tirned inte a posiive att ¢k should the «n my di cov-r
the movemeut Lluws viherwise the maio attack wea t.
be mnde below.

In - onnex oo with this movement of the main srmy. a
cavalry expedit on was organized, ouuimn’ f twenty-five
bundred +f he best eavalry 1o the Avmy of the Potomae,
one thousand +f whow wire pieked men The plan of
that exped: i m wis ne follows : Acovmpnnied l:]y. a biigade
of nfasiry detail d to prov ¢ th- ¢ ossing of thn Ha pa-
ben ock, it wa« to procecd up to Kelly's Furd; there Lo

thou-sud pick:d wen wore tu cross, sod to procesd to the
Ripidan nnd cross that river at Raccoon Ford; t en to go
onward aod eres the Virginia Central rai road at Louiss
Court-house; the Jum-s riv-r nt Gonch ad o~ Cnrtor's,

blowin: up the locks of th+ James rise canal st the plaos

of ervsring; cross the Richmond snd Lynebburg railrosd

at & point & uth of there, blowing up the 1ron bridge at the

Ince of orwsing; oross the Richwond, Potersburg, and
GVeldon railroad where 1t eri ssed the Nottoway river, de-
stroying the railrond bridge there; and then proreed on by
Gen. Pryor's command, aod effeo’ s junetion with Greoeral
Peck nt Buffolk. where steamers were & be in waiting to
t ke them to Aquia ereek. To distract the att-ntion of
ths enemy, and d-ceive th-m 1 regard to which b.dy of
cavalry was the attacking eolumn, at the time the thou-and
picked men orussed the Rappahacnock & portion of the re-
mairi g fiftesn bundred was 1o proceed 'ownrds Warren-
tou; apother portion towards Culpeper Cuurt house; and
the remainder were to sccompany the thiussnd picked
men as far a8 Ruccoon Ford, and then return. Whils thia
coun'ry expedition was in progress the geveral movemeut
was to be ma ‘e aeross the nver.

On the 26th of December an order was issued for the
entire command to prepare dhree d .y’ eonked ration«;
have their wagons filled with ten days’ swall rations, if
pessible; 1o buve from ten to twelve daya' supply of beef
cattle with them ; to tuke furage for their tesm+ md their
artillery aud eavalry horses, snd the requisite amount of
awmunition—in fact, to be in a conditivn to move at
twelve hours' notice.

Bhor ly aftor that order was 1ssued Gen John Newton
and Gen. John Cuchrane—the ove commanding a division
»nd the other n brigads in the left grand divmion, under
Gen. William B. Franklin—oame up to Washingtn on
leave of abaencs. Previous to obtaining lenve of absencs
from Gen. Franklio, they ioform=d bim aud Gen. William F.
Bmith that when they came to Washingten th-y should take
the opportunity to represent to snme ons in authirity here
the dispirited condition of the army, and the dangar there
was in attewpting avy movewent rgninst the enemy st
that time.

When they reached ‘Washington, Gen. Coehrane, s he
states, endeavored to fiud oertain members of Congress,
to whom to wake the desired communieation. Fuili g to
find them, he determined to seek sn mterview with the
President for the purpose of making the commuiration
directly to him. On proceading to the Presilent’'s House,
be there met Becretary Seward, to whom be explained the
ubj et of his being there snd the general purport of his
proposed communiestion to tte Pie<iient, and r=qiested
bim to procurs an interview for them, which Mr. Beward
promised to do, and which be did do.

That dny the icterview took place, and General Newton
opensd the subj ‘ot to the Preside t. At first the Presi-
dent, ns Gen, Newton expresses it, ** very na'urslly ¢on-
ceived that they bad come there for the purpuse of injur-
ing Geo. Burn~ide, and sugeesting some other person tu fill
his place.”" Ge.. Newton states that, white ke firmly be-
lieved that the privci,al cause of the dispiriied enndition
of the army was the want of ewfidenes i the military ca-
pac ty of Gen. Buriside, had-ew d i° improper t.say so
to th- Pres deat “right (quire vut,” and therefure vuden-
vored to eonvey the same 1dea indireetly.  When asked if
be e meidered it sny Ie & Lwproper 1o do snch a thing 1ndi-
reetly than it was to do it direc'ly, b+ qualifi d nis pre

vious s:a-rt 0n by saying that bis obj-ct was o inform the
Proadeut ot what he considered to b the coads im «f the
atmy, in the hope that the Presi‘est wou d make inguiry
and learn the tive e use for himself. Upom pereciviog th s
impr: s-ion upos the mnd of the Presidout, Geners 8 New-
tou snd Cochrave state that they hasten-d to wssure 'he
Presdent that be wan en irely mistaken, snd so f.r suc

reeded (hat at the close of the wwrerview the Fresident snid
to them he was glad they bad called upon bim, snd that he
hulrd that good would result from the interview.

‘o retuin to Geu. Burnsmide. Tha eaviiry expedition
had started ; the brigade of infantry detuled to accompany
it bad erossed the Rappshanaock st Richard's Ford, and
returued by way of Ellia's Ford, leaviog the way c exr for
the cavalry to cross at Kelly's Furd. The day th y bad
arranged to make the orossing Gen. Burpsile received
from the President the fullowing telegram: * | have god
reason for saying that you muat not make a geueral move
ment without let ing we know of it.”

Gen. Burn ide s'ntes 'h ¢ be o uld vot imagine, at the
time, what 1easun the President eodld have 1or renals
bim sueh & telegrom. Nowve of the officers «f bi« cowm -m{
exoopt oue or two of hesatafl who bad remaived in eaap,
bad beea told any thing of bi:ﬁlﬂ beyond the «luple fuot
that » movement was v be made, He could only suypons
inat the despatel related in some way to importaut m lita-
ry movew=nts in otter parts of the couwntry, in whicu it
was fiec-nanry Lo have co-operation

Upva the receipt of that telegram steps were imme-
dintely taken to haii the cava ry » Xpedition. wh r- it then
was (8 E-lly's Ford) u it further orders. A porion of
it wa .« shortly aiterward s nt off to intersep Stusct, who
it just made & 1aid to Dumifries and the we ghdorboos of
Farfax Court bouse, wh ch it faled to do.

Uen Burpeide ¢vwe v Washington 10 s-e-rlain from the
Premident the true state of the eass, He was informed by
the President that avme Geouneral « lleers fiom 1he army o
the Potowar, whose names be decl n-d to give, hal eal'ed
upon hiw and represented that Gen Burnside ¢ lewplate 1
soon waking & movement, aud thut the army was so di-pi-
rted and demoiahized that any o tempt to wake & wove
went at that time must 1esult jo disaster; that n) promi-
nent offieers in the army of 1he Potumae were in favor of
a0y wovement &t that time.

Geu. Burna de iuformed the President that vons of his
officers bad be-n Informed what his plaswaa, aud then pro-
cerded to vxplain it 10 d tail to the President. He urged
upon the Precideut to grant him p-rmission to carry it
oty but the Prosi lent deelived to doso at that tiwe. n
Hall-ok and Becretary Stanton were sout for, and then
learned, for the first time. of th- Presid-ut's action in step-
ping the movement; sithough Gen. Hllock was previousiy
aware that 8 mov meut was cotempla‘ed by G-n. Burn

Gen. Hollock, with Gen. Burnsde, held 1hat the
officers wh bad mnde thos- reprosentations to the Pr.si-
dent shiould ba nt ones Eismissed the servies

Gen. Burnside remnined here st that time for two days,
but no conclusion was remoh-d upon the subject. When
ha returned to bis eamp ho learned that many of the de-
taila of the ral m v-ment, and the detalls of the oa-
valry expedit'on, had brome known to the rebel sympa-
thiz-re in ‘Washingon, thereby rendoring that plan yn-
practicable. 'Woen asked to whom be had eommunicated
bis plans, he atated that he had t!d no one 10 Wash ngton
except the Prenident, Bocretary Htsnton, and Geo. Hal-
loek ; and in his oamp none koew of 1t exeept on s or two
of hin sintl officers, who had remaied in camp a'l the tims.
He professed bimsell unab'e to tell how his plans had be
comy known to the enewy.

A correspondence then took place between the Prosi.
dent, Gen. Halleok, sod Gen. Hurnside. Gen, Barnedg
desired distinot authorty fro o Gen. Halleok, or some one
authonized to give it, to makea wmovewent neross the river
While urging the i:rorunoo nud necesaity of sueh & move-
weut, he ear didly admitied thut there wan bardly a Gene-
ral offloer in his commayd who approved of it. While
wi ling to take upon himsell all the reaponsibility of the
wovement, And prowising to keep in view the President’s
eauton conc-rmng ruuniog any risk of destroying the army
of 1the Potomag, he desired to have at least (o, Halleok's
sangtion or permission to wake the movemunt, Gen Hal-
look replied that while he had always (avored a forw rd
movement, he eould not take the responubility of giving
any directious a4 to how and when it snould bs made,

o Buroside then determin d to mwaks & movement
withiat a .y further eorrespondencs on the snubject. He
was unable to devies Any ma promising as the one just
thwarted by this interforence of his subordionts «fficors,
which intarferenos gave tha surmy the time, If not the
menns, to aseertain what he bnd proposed to do. He, how-
ever, devised a plan of movement, and proc-eded to put it
in execution. As in well Loown, it was renderad abortive
in counsequence of the severs storm woich pook place
shortly afier the movement began,

Gen. Burnside states that, besides the inclemeney of the
wes bher, thers was suother power! | resson for abasdon-
ing the movemant, vig: the almost voverasl feeling among
hin General oMioers agaioat it Homs of those officers
freely guve vent ta their fooliogs In the prosence of their
inferiors  Ta conecquenes of thie, uod also what had taken
vines duriag (he bhittle of Fred-rigkaburg, &o., Gen Burn-
ride dirsated o ordor Go be lvsued, which ne » yled General

|owba bsgh boen Lered e

lieved others from duty with the army of the Potowac aud
sl o prongaiirsd sentenses of -mlih upon seths deserters
Ul Y e

Gen Bucis de states thit e bad bieome satisfied that
it was wbiolutely veovairy that sums snch exsmples
should be made, in mdl:: to enable hl:_n to mhrh.t::

roper authovity over 1he sruy "] /

grdr: W 6uly,.‘|gm-.l wud issued, and only waited publi-
en oo, ‘Two or thrao of bis wod trasted stoff oficers
representod to Gen Burnside thas abould hs then publish
that order, be would furee upon the Preaideot the neces.
#ity of at onee sanetioning if, or, by re'using bis spproval,
assums s attitude of hostdity to Cen Buruside The
publieation of tus order was secordiogly delayod for the
time.

Gioneral Burpaide came to Washington and laid the order
betore the President, with the distinct sssurance that in
no other way eould be exercise s proper comwand over the
army o! the Potvmae; aud be a-ked the Prosidont to sane-
tinn the order, or sccopt bis resgnation as mijor genaral,
Phe Prosident scknowledged that Geo. Buraside was right,
but drglin-d to deoide without evn u tiog with sswe of
hia rdvisers. To this Gen. Burn-ite r plied that if the
President took time for consultanion he would not be
allowed to publish thit order, an | therefor asked to have
hia resigua'ion mecepted at ounce. This the Pre.ideot
declined to do, :

(deneral Burnside returned to his camp, and came ngain
tv Whashioglo that uignt at the r-ques of the P esident,
and the next morniog ealled upon the President for his
decision. He was iuformsad that the Pres<ident d-clived to
aporove his order No. 8, but had coneluded o reli-ve nim
from the enmmand of the army of the Potomae, snl to
sppuint Geoerat Hooker in bis place. Thercupon Gen.

urnside agnin insisted that his resizoation be accepled.
This the Presid-ot deelined todo; and, alter snme urging,
Gen Burnside consevted 10 tnk- a leave of abasuce for
thi ty days, with the uud-rstanding that, at th- end of that
time, be sbould be assigued to du'y, aa he deemed it
mmproper to buld a commission 88 mnjor general and reeiive
his pay without render ng service tnerefir, Gen Bu n-
side «hj«cted to th+ wordiog of the ord r which reiirved
bium from his eowwmanl, md which rinted that it was at
bis owu roquest, ns b ing unjust 1o bim and un‘ounded in
frgts but upin the repre-eutation that avy otber ord-r
would do it jury to the cause he consented Lo let it remain
as it then read.

The foreguing statement of the fiwcta proved, togrther
with the t-atimny herewith submitted, so fully and d rectly
mest the requiremen's of tha resolution ref rred to them
tht sour evmmittee deem any comment by them to be
entirely uaneos:sary.

CONCLUSION.

Your committee think it hetter to submit the testimony
which they have taken in relation to thw conduct of the
war with.ut eriticlsm to noy consilerable extsut of mili-
tary plaus and movements, leaving esch reader to formn his
own conclusivns from the testimony, and such opinions of
competent military men as it way cootain.

As the committes look back orer the strugele of the past
two years, they feol tuat althmugh we have not accom-
pished all that we hoped and wxpected wi hin the nm -,
still the great progress made gives ua full a-suranes of
finsl sucoess. )

When the Govermment took its first aetive steps townrd
resist ny 'he rebellion, the rebela had been fur more than
five monthe actively sud openly making preparations to re-
+i 't its authority sod defy s jurisdiction. They had
usurped the control of the maehinvry of one State Govern-
me:t siter nuother, and thus overawed the o, al p-opl= ol
those States, They hud « veu so iar contiol of the Federal
Governwent iteelf a8 to make it not only ne juisses, for th-
time being, in measures fur ita own des ruetion, but con
tribute to that end. They bid seiz d and take  into thyir
own posses«ion ths arma snd mun tions of war of the Guv
ernment. They bad seattered nud deworaliz-d the srmy,
and eent the navy to the m at distant parts of the worl
There was treason i the Kxceutive Muusion, trés-on in
the Cubinet, treason in th> Sean'e and ths H wuse of R-p-
r-sentatives, trenson in the anwy snl the vavy, rrenson i
every department, buresu, aud offics connected with 1he
Guvernment.

Wheu the new Administration eame into power it was
nec-rrari'y obliged to adopt its mensu es with the greare-t
eauti 0, sonieely knowing tisud fiom lve.  Au nrmy and
navy hnd to be cveated. There was scarcely o battalion
of luyal national treops to proteet the capi ul; and the first
wemse f security (1o in the eapital was when the voluntee
troops entered i, suwmonad from their hom-s Cir its pro-
regtivn. At the knme time it was with great difficulty that
the luyal people coull make themselves believe kit sny
sarious resisiance to the suthority of toe Governmen:
would be stempt-d. There were not wanting tho e wao
confiden ly neseried that 1t was but an ourburst of dissp-
p onted partisan epirit, which they predicted would yieid
0. an exhibition ot foree, and a deterwined and wnited
spirit vn th« part of tue people of the loyal B atos to sup-
pressit Tustrad of su b an easy suppression, wa bine
speat two years, alnost, in warf o,  We nav- thrown
iuto the field s willion of men, We have pourcd ovut ou
resources like water, sod we find cursclves stiil engug-d
imthe fem tul 8t u.g e,

But the patiousl cause is not the ouly one for which
falss ant cipativns were firmed—for which the present
condition of things pressn’s u errising ¢ wt-ast with tn
erly visions of 1ts suoportsrs  Taose woo hesrd, m C o
gr ox and elsewhere, tne extrnvavanoes of the con-pirn ors
will know what were their hopes, whut their expsretsti s
A speedy march upon the capital; a speedy overthrow o'
the legnl governwent; & speedy subwissin of a pe ple 00
pusillanimons to mwna ntain their rights; sud  spe-dy sub-
jection o! the wh le coun ry to the ssswmptions of 1he
sou h, were 1he prowinent featn:es of their delusion.
I'is conspirators taughe theic prople 0 believs that 1f
war g+ it would wot be on their ail. As y t, the bos-
tile foot has searcaly trod the so | of r free Stats, snd it s
upon the soil of the Stat & 1n vpeu reb llivn that tue eon-
teat has maiuly b-en waged

The rebels found themselvas, nlmost without resistance,
in po-sesnion of every furk and harbor on the sea-coast of
the revolted States, oxe-pt Fort Pickens, Pensscola har-
vor, »ud the isolated fortifieatons and harbors of Tortugss
snd K-y West.  They were, for the time b-iug. mastore
of he tervitory of the revol ed States. of the depots. i son-
als, and fortiieations of the G weromen’, snd had high
hopes 1hat all the Slaveholding Bordor Swtes would s0on
be umited with them. The fac: that vo m oy of thess States
bold to day their true and loyal position in the Govern
m ot dem ustrates -hat tive pateivism and loyalty 1w not
coufined to any 8 ction of the eountry, aud gives full as-
surance that tie G veromeut will be w intained, its jurie-
dietion over wvery fout of our territory estaolished sn:
our untionslity vindicated., .

The events of the past two yeara ara too fresh in the
mewories uf nl to require recayiiulation

Your commitiee will, bowrver, boefly eall attntion t-
the faet, that, irom the commencemant uf netive mil tary snd
oaval «pers'ions ju the winter and spring of 1862, ~lmost
uninteriupts d success for e:ght wontbe attendrvd all ourope-
raions, resulting in vast conquests, The triumpns of toe
vavy st Hatterns, Popt Royal, nud Fort Heury were { -
lowed by the vietories snd oonguestn of the aony at M 1I
Spriug, Fort D wlson, and Koanoke Island. Mirsoun
wiss Wrenohed (rom the rebel gra<p, and the ,ebel armies
driven into Arkansas, where ihey were defosted lu n
pitetisd bat le at Pea Rioge. 4

Hy the eapture of Fort Donel on Keo'ncky was permas.
nently redeewed, the eapital of one of the largest revoltad
Bin'es seized, her gront rivers laid open to our 0 tiltne,
and the war earried to the borders of the Gulf 8tat -«
The rehel strongholds on the Missisarppi, Columbus, I-land
No, 10, Fout Pllow, together with Memphis, the mest im
portaut comuereiml city of the 8 ate, fell into vur handa.

The sutumn of 1261 bal witnass-d 1he important eap
ture of Hotteins and Port Royal by the navy. These sue-
cosses wors [ lowed tirough the combined operations of
the nrmy and pavy, in the winter and spring of 1862, by
the capture of Hosnoke Islaud snd Newb:rn, Beaufoit,
and Fort Macon, and by the redustion of the imporiant
Fort Pulaski, eontrolling the entranee to the Bavinnab
river : of Furt Clineh, eontroll ng the harbor sn i railrosd
depot of Fernandina; of Fort Marion, at ¥t Augustios
By the firat-named operations we acquired eontrol of the
;yln'mno iuland wa'ers of North Caroliny, (Albemarie nod

amlico sounds,) snd their adjacent shoren, nod of one of
her two important seaporie—Beau'ort. By the last, we
made ourselved masters of the rich sea islaod < and import-
ant harbo s « x ending aloog tae e @t from Chal-ston to
St John's; leaviag lu Lhe posseasion of the rebels, on the
Atlanie e aat, but two hatbors, Charlestou and Wil
wnigton

But t e brillisnt trivmwphs of our army and navy else-
wha & were surpssed by the capture of the great eity of
the Gulf, the depot of the great valley of the Missasippi—
New Orleaus ; nu scMievement which, estimated by he
imyporinnes of the congquest and the noble daring of its
exacution, is rearcely sucpassed i history. By this 1m-
portant congne:t we vbitained eontrel of a large portion «f
Louisisnn, and secomplished the most imporinnt and d fi-
cult step towards obtainmg the eutirs control of the Mis-
wswppi river, and cavsed the surrender of the barbor of
Pensncola with t o f rte yet held by the rebals,

I these hanily sketehed wmilitary and naval operatione,
extending in the West through the States of Arkanins,
Missouri, Ténneasee, nod Kenturky, and on the Atlsotie
seabonrd from Hat eran to Florfan, and on the Gulf from
Ponsacola to the mouths of the diwissippi, we reslly mude
conguests as vast as it ufien falla to the lob of the most
poworful and warhike nat.ons to muke in vo short a pericd
of time.  We pushed our conqoents by land through Mis-
vouri, Kentucky, and Tennesnee, to the very toundaries
of the Gull Biates ; obtained ocontrol of the Mississippi
rver, except about two hundeed mi'es; oecupied the
connte of Noith Carolion, South Carolips and Grorging a
large portion of Lonistans ; seig-d evary fmportant ot
mnd hurbor in the rebel tarritory, suva thees, (&';Iui’-.w.-
Charieaton, and M bils,) raduciog to & eorrosp md nig 8x-
tent tho Isbors of the blockading squadron ; ured four-
teen porwmnnent t forta, g which wers Lhe
largest on the Bonthern const, such ne Pulsski, Barrancas,
MeRao, Jackson, ant 8t Phillip, -

Folowiog those conquen s was the reduction of York-
town and the evacustion of Norfolk, by which the waters

Had the success of the army of the Polomse during this
porod corresponded with tha sase s of our arws io other
paris ot th o iy hera 1 presson to b leve thst the
bermui Lioa « 1 L Snga o of 1862 wowd timve seen the
rebollion wel: o gh, f avt ca inly, overtbrown. Had Nor-
fulk been captured dariog the winter of 1881-'62, and the
Mercimaek taken wion, of or destroyed, the way to
Richwond, by mesus of the Jaaes river, would have been
op 0, sad the fatal delsgs of the Peniusula avoided; or bed

the enewy, wheo ot Monas s, s yme time during the sutumu
of 1881 or winter of 1861-'62, been compell-d to bava coms
out from bis entrenchments nud give us battle, as he might

bave born by threatening or astunlly interrupting bis com-
munication L!'mu R-;‘hnund aud Mansssas, -.n‘ which he
wholly depended for suppliea—s lne so long snd difea't
to maintsin that we subsequently did not drem it prasticable
for us—we cou'd have met him with an armny fmtor thau
it was ever 1o take againet woud, and either
bave o the way to the rebel c.pital or made it
u .t ersasry to go there. g

Io miiary movemeuts de'sy is generslly bad—indecision
is almost always futal In our movem-uts we seem to
have tuo often forgotten thet momentum s made up of
weight snd velocity; that the foree of the blow msy
depend ss wueh upon the eelerity of the mivement as upon
the weight of the ro 1y moved. ‘I've world's history shows
that the suceesaful genersl has met his enemy thodlg‘::-
fure he was vx —uob the week ur month aftsr, o
of our points of atteck bave bsen a0 cloarly indieated to
the enrmy bsforsbind, aud our movements made with so
much delay and hesitation that he bas besn abl4 not only
ts lortily b s positi'nsand coneentrate hisforces, but even to
eall into tnw gold new armies to meet us. At such points
we have failed,

It is par ioulnrly worthy of mote that, in the reverses
which followed the failurs of the Pevinsula eampaign, at
the time when the srmy of the rebels had reached ite
ﬁo-t«l strength :‘ud its highesy nurs of euthusinsw, |::3r

‘I nut permanently regain any tarritury or recapture
bo'd anay of the im;brhmr m’zum-!llug points before beld
by u-on rebel evil. Their marches upon Washington,
Maryland, and also Louisville were little more than raids,
foom wh eh they were obliged to retire before our opposing
forces. This fact elearly shows that wh le it is imjo0a ible
fur us to ounstantly retsin miitiry p sseswsion of all the
vust rebel territory over which we may be called upon to
pass in our operations again.t their armies, siill the territury
ouce held or oceupied by us esnnot be re-
gnin=d by them—a sure indieation of nur ult mate sucoess.

The past, notwithstwding its errors and reverases, is full
of encoursge:nent, aud gives full nesurance of final succesa.
No great war was ever conducted by any people or Goy-
ornment withiut great mistakea—gising 1o the critios of
the time and tho«e of succeeding generations a wide and
ample fie'd for theirlabore. No prople on earth were ever
cnlled sudden'y into a great war more totally mp:p-rod
than were the loyal peop’e of this Government. We felt
80 well nasured of our position among the Powers of the
world that we had almost eonp'uded we h+d fought our
Inat battle, and our army snd navy h.d come to be regsrd.
ed by many ns useless appendng-s to the Government We
nad eoncluded thut, doing justiee to the nations of the
world, we should receive justios in return; aod the loypl
po tion of the people were devoting all their energies and
powera to the srts of peaes, the advancement of eiviliza-
t'on, the development of the rich aud vaned resources of
our new #nd groat country ; and.in these every man f ud
full oecupativn for his t.-nts and a wide field for his am-
bi'lon—no men even dreaming that the parricidal arm
wou'd ever be raised against s Government so mild in ita
awny, 80 benignant in i's iufluence ovrr ail its subjecte.

It was indeed difficult for a people thus engrossed. sud-
deuly and almost without warning, to tura ita atien‘ion to
war. The rebels balisv=d us tn be so entirely devo'ed to

b« pursuite of that we sbould yield to their de.
wands ratber than be diverted from them; wod bence their
nefarions sttempt to overthrow thia fair Guvernment and
#ract on ite tuing that horrid deformity, a free Govern-
ment with bumao slavery for ite cornzr-stone. How ter-
ribly they have besn mistaken the past has already ehown,
and yet the energies, and pow.rs. and resources of the
wyal! people have hardly bagun to be upplied t the sup-
vression of the rebel ion. Th-y must meet ani contend in
batt!a with that strength, and power, and int lligence
which bas built faetories and worksbupa, railroads and
stenmsboats, covered the oeean with ships, and fi led the
ma ketw of ths world with the product of ite brain aund
hanis; and they will find these no less powe ful fur de-
atruction thau for production, when onoe fully applied in
that direetion.

All the great industrial iuteres’s of the loyal Btates were
never more a'tive, mre prosperous, than at this time, Al

hat has been lost by the supply of m:n 10 the ariny han
"een made up by increascd sctivity and energy, and the
adaptation of wachinery to work heretofora done by the
humwen b-nd. The e 1s only this marked difference : her--
t1 ore all theee great furces have been applied for the bene-
fit of the art= o! pesce; now th-y all losk primarily t.the
presecution of war; and yesrs would have to elnpse—far
m re th . would be required to erush ou’ the r bellivn—
befure we shoult d-velop our full strength for war

Within lrsa than two y»ars we bave thrown into and
sustnined in the fi-ld an army of s mdlion of men We
have orented n navy with which we bave blockad-d a coast
greater in extent than was ever attemptsd by any Govern-
ment before, and by our inventions nnd improvemeots so
completely revolutionized nival warfure as to rend-r the
navies and wen-coast defences of the world well-uigh use-
‘ess. Th- efficiency of thia blockade is attested uut only
by th= de-ttution of the rebels in every artiole of fo eign
produc ion, but by the cry tuat o mes tou every day from
all parts of the world, in any degres dependent upon the
produes of the blockeded territory, stimulat:ng us to still
greater exertion to erush out this 1ebellive, that the blick-
aded ports may be throwan open to the legitimite com-
mero- of the wo ld.

Avnd while, in our effurts to muintaio our Government
and vind eate frea iostitutions, we veither ask~d nor de-
sired the uid of any foreign nation or G.wvernment, we did
a1 leant expeet of the leating Powers of Eurupe that they

bould refrain from extending nid and encourszement to a
rebeliion against a friendly Government, thereby prolong
g & atrugg'e which ean only bring misery snd suffering
upoo the whko'e civilized wor.d, and may in the end lead
a war between our Governm-nt and sowe of th we Powers,

he full eff’ cta of which the future alooe can disclose.

We have carred un, shall earry on, and eonclude this
war without touching one dollar of the sccumulated capi-
tal of the country. Wenre already nstonished st the reve-
nus now being raised from the taxation of our daily pro-
duc:ions, and yot we d not begin to realize th» amount
o be ye'ded by the ry.tem alrrady adopted or the extent
ts whien that eystem may be eolarged, without impoaing
any grievous burdene upon the people—any burden to
which they will not cheerfully subm't to acoomplish the
nhjl;ct intended

o Guverament ean long carry on a war which must be
«ustained by the agoumulsted capital of the pountry, and
tuere ia seareely s limit to the t me war may be prose-
cited by a Gosernment whose credit is sustaned by the
revenues derived from the secumulating wealth of the
sowuutry. Every dollar the rebels bave expended or can
expend in thin rebellion bas been and must coatinue to be
denwn from their scenmulated eapital. Their intereourse
w'h fureign nations hi # been almost wholly suspended, sl
their industrial wnteres & have been paralyzed, and there is
no souree from which they ean derive rarenue or means
for the maintenanos of the w.r, sxeest by depriving the
people of thewr properly, day after day, and year after
year, so long sa the war aha'l contivue, thus redusing them
to povi rty sod want  Thisis a truth which th= people in
tho revul od Siates are already beginding to realize. They
had been inade to believe that an export duty on eotton,
which the world woald be obliged to pay, would yield
them the richest revenue ever reslizsd by any Govern-
ment ; and that if the Federal Government abould attempt
interferenee with its axportation,they cou'd command 1be
ariies and nasies of Europa to fight their battlea for them.
How bilt-r must ha 1heir dissppointment as they apply
with their own ban!s the torch which con.igna it to ashes,
and then are compelled to supp'y to their lesders, from
their other property, the meana to sustain the rebellion !
Tueir currency bas slmost censed to be regardod, even by
thema~lvrs, ns the representative of value. - Consoription
has exhansted their people, and the wenlth whioh long
yeara of uninterrup'ed prosperity, under the best Governs
ment the woild cver snw, had placed in their kands, has
alraidy baen expended, and they are now struggling on
with the wain hipe that dirsensions xmong ourselves or
furegn int<rvention may save 1bem from that rein which

they see cles ly impeuding over them., Every day must
show them more and mors e that on neither of these
utter sco o and eon.

sources can they rely for help.
tempt with which every mJn the Loysl States who pro-
pones any adjustment of this contest exeept the absolute.
uugahified, nud uneonditionnl auljugation of every rebel
in the land t) the Cumstitution and the laws, is beld by
avery officer and soldier in one army, and “7& man
io the country, wust banish from their minds ot 1
of bope from that source. The reaction which follow
the recent wlight manifestations ﬁa willingness on the part
of & fow ascession sympathizers to off r terms ﬂ compro-
wise mus’ oonvinoe them that have no in 1he
Laoyal States on whom they can rely ; and the present con.
dition of affairs in Ewo must ver crush (bat fales
and delusive be po b they have berstofure satertained,
that the intervention of Europesn Powers might enable
them to ish what they koow full they ean
never attain
Wa now ses clrly what we bave to do. Wo must
obtain uninterrupted o© ntrol of the Migsissippi. We
muet rench those great railroad arteries—the one border-
ing 1he m seabosrd, the' other stretohing throu
the Vi snd Tennessea valloys to the Weat aud South.
We must, as anon as possible, take the fow fortificd sea-
p ris remaiviog in ‘on of the rebale; ani then we
shall have virtually disarmed the rebellion, cut it « ff from
all r:m::h.mdﬁwd ﬂnr.i.&n:hsnm
CAN prosa upon ANy quarter, at
the same time seve into wolated "lh-s rebal
territory and destroying their means ol sommunioation,
by which slone they have hitherto been enabled to meet
us in foroe wherever we have ourselyes, and by

of the Jamen and York rivers w ra apen to our fl ots,
and the rebels deprived of 1he fecilities furol bed by agrest |

Urder No. £ That opder dismissed loua,gﬁcian from
resident, re-

pavy yord, and od to deat-oy. their on'y mesns of |
-n:u:hu o‘n: l:::l’i:l Hampton r?”dﬂl-—ﬂo errimack.

should have early suggested this) wo sevor parts of “
lorritory matusl eob, widd, while Wu

ousble vurselvas 1’-'3%'\_%-0!13}5?::; one forees ab
puiat whera 1t gy b adveablo lo steike.  Uioes
190 Weasures wo e netuslly «xoauting oc preps
p et i e g By g L

QT ava ried us though tha il
and the blows w:Hm ﬂrihﬂ-«‘ ch minwuf}lftm 1

coeds—~will reach the very vitals of {he: rebeliivn. 4
any oue cast bis oye upou the map aud these truths will
be apparent. - “

It way be in the luture, s in the m:ﬂ
with reverses; they are the fuey ituble E&:’uu a
war extending uver 8o vast a territory, and requirin
armies al o widely separsied puista We bave
seon that it fa ot vur tius pulicy to attempt an
Litary veeupation ol the revrl territory, ex
and smportant cuntrolling pulats.  We wmust detroy thels
a:miew, sud 19 do this we must concentrate, not wi i
our toreen. It ia batter to uperate suscess one

d{ﬂ- i

old or one army the to sttempt three
Tue ludicativns uow clearly ure that, bo.b iv the Ew
the West, the cimpaga of 1863 will give us ordhay
schievements—decisive vicionies. Our geaersls now in
the tield have the full co.fijence of the ,oldicrs und the
Fanka 9 $01be made, Gl thss avery 4otk pabean Wl
" are to o full; ave -
add to, not dimiui b, their sirer lb?lﬂnumbﬂl‘l Nev = |
befure did the world see sueh o .urmy in the field; nvver
before uid Gepurals 1-ad such men to bstile. Each man
&eed lurth foeling, not oply that Lo has s suldier's reputes
tiva to wxiatain, but ulso that he has & country to defend
i which bis iuterest is ss great na that of the  off
eer i the laud, Hueh au army, with its energy, power,
intelligouce, urd will, properly directed, must ve 1wvinei-
bis. ‘I'he past has slready demousirated that the true
Americau suldior cau be reliod upou, to dare, do, aud egs
dure ull that human puwer can nttempt, scéomplish, or
sustain. Lot uo el be plse-d or keptio ¢omwand of
such men who huve not (he ability to command aud the
will to do; thus the errora and mistakes of the pasc will
b+ avuided in the future, the fond hopes snd sniieipstions
uf & trus aod loyal people re:l zed, the Givernwent vindi-
cated, sud rcbation speedily snd forever erusted,
We kuow that this conte t has cost us and will ¢ et us

treasures und blood— h- b st biowd ever atied by suy peve

lo in waintenance of their Government and 10 defenee of
ree instituzivne—the blood of the flawer of our land. Let
us o muke their lives a vaio offeriog, by for & moment
outer aining the idea of 8 partiti n of vur territory, which
would forever invoive us fu naacay and border wars, or
by auy base comprowiss wi b rcbels. Wa owe it to the”
noble dead who bave ¢hed their blood in founding and de=
teading this Guvernwent; wo owe it to ourselves; wo owe
it 1o the countlves miilions who are to come after us, to
mttain thie Government aod the institutions we bave in-
herited from our intaers—the richest legacy ever bequeath-
ed by vue generation to ghother—aod to transmit them to
vur posterity, if not improved, eertaialy unimpaired

Lu conelusion, your committee will only say, thas all the

men who bod high pos tions 1o the army aad pavy, and
bave rendered valuabie servie=s by the counry, with whom
thoy bave h Id iutercourse, unite in Lhe op.nivn thas ight-
ing, and only fighting, cau end thia reboelhion; that every
traitor in the lsud must and shull be mide to scknowledge
and yield sbsolute, uaqualified, aud unconditional obedience
to the Constitutwn anilaws.  Aud your committee beliove
this to be the sen.iment, uot only of tue army auvd navy, ,
but of every man in the couniry—traitors sud cuwards
a'0one #xocptod.

The foregoing raport is suuclioved and sigaed by all the
present members of the eommittes, vig :
Hon. B. F. Wapg, Benator from Ouio.
Hou. Z. CHANDLER, Benator from Michigan,
Hoo. D. W, GoocH, Rapreseutstive from Mass. «
Hon. Joux Covoupe, Representative from Peon,
Hon. Geo, W. JULIAN, Raprescutative from Ind.
Hm M F.OpeLL, Representative from New Yurk,
Governor JoHNSON, of Tenuessee, was an original mem-
ber of the comwittee, and on Lis sppointment as wilitary
Guovernor of Teanassve hia place on the comwities was ,
supplied by Ex-Governor WRiGHT, of Iudiaus, but sinee
the latter gentlemn was superseded in the Ssuate by Mr.
TurPiE the vacancy on the committes has not besu filled,
o0 that it now esnsiats only of ths six members sbove
namned,

THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO THE ARMY.

Special Despatch to the Republican.
HEALQUAKTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
Falmouth, April 8B, 1363,

The President aud Mrs, Lincoln and Atrorury General
Batea have had quite an ovation here for several days, not.
withstanding the terrible suow storm of Baturday pight,
during wh'ch the steamer on which the party had embark-
od remained st anchor off Indisn Hend;

Reaching the landiug at Aquia ereek on Surday morn-
ing, the President nod party took a apecial train for Fal-
mouth station, where four-horse sprivg wagons were in _

waitiog to couvey them to headquarters. One of General
Hooker's persunsl staff accompanied the party, which was
ercorted by 8 company of Pennsylvania lancers. Tbe jour-
ney of & mile and a half over the deeolated country must
have convinced the Presid -nt that the movement of troops
ln:}; nmr in I!Iil't m-l'y.j practicable
w0 large hoapital tent« bad bern pitched near that of
Gen. Hooker, one of which was mup?od by Mr. and Mre.
Lancoln and their youngest son; the other was ogeu
by J Batea and thres geatlemsn from the Pacfio
ooast, who are in the Presidential nsarty On Sunday night
there were serenndea by the bauda of the Eleventh aud
Thirty-third Massashusctts Infantry and the Becond and
8:x h Cavalry.

On Monday morning the sun came out for awhile and
the enuw soon disappeared, adding to the depth of the
elayey mud. At 10 o'clock Gen, Hooker present-d bis
p-ravoal stefl to 1h+ President at headquarters. Mean-
wh le nn aid escorted Mra. Linooln to the :lnr ba-k, where,
with the nuked eye, she could see the dismantled town of
Freder.cksburg and the rebel pickers on the opposite shore,

At noon the Fresident mounted a bay charger snd rode
frym headquarters. Gen. Hooker, mounted on his gallaot
white rode at bis left, and they were fullowed by at
loast fitty ufficers, handwomely unilormed, making sn im-
posing appearance rarely equalled on this contineut as the

1ty dashed over the hills, escorted by the lancers with

attaring rnuum. M-unwhi'e thoussnds and thousande
of cavalry had been moving feam their reepective eneamp-
ments to the ground designated for their review. All were
under the command of Major Gen. 8'onemaa, chief of cav-
nlry, who-e sides-de cimp conducted each eommwand to its
pl-en, and whea ths onnnoo thandered forth a weleome to
the President, ne could see as far an the eye could reach
serried ranks of hursemen, their snbres glitt-ring in the
sun At the reviewing flag was a large group of officers,
mounted on fine horses, with & few lidies on borseback.
Mra. Lincoln, Attorney Gereral Bates, and s few others
were in carringes.

The President firat rode up and down the lines, with his
bat in bie haud, bowing aeknowledgments to the salutes
given him by each officer, while the bands played * Hail to
the Ciel™ as be pusseil their ros regiments. Gen.
H: oker rode at bis 1-ft bhind, while on his right hand rode
Gen. Btonemun. The staff which fillowed must have been
8 hundred strong and famonsly mnd bospattored they all
weie befurs th-y bai goae the gravd rounds

After bavii g ridden through the lines, the President took
up his position st the nivional flag, and the cavalry, break-
ing from line into eolumn by squadron, paesed in review,
1t w.n nn imponing rpec'acls to see biigade after brigade,
regiment affer regiwent, squadron afier squadron, move
stendily past, the m=n and borees looking well and ready
for sersicn. Afer the maa: of oavalry had gone by the
horse artillery thundered past, every mwn mounted.

In fifteen winutes aiter the last battery had passed
the President the eutire body of troops, the rgviewi nz
cer, and the spectators had all left tho lﬂun?' the
dinplsy cheerad tha heart of every Union man snd woman
prescut, it must buve stiuck terror into the hearts of the
shiverivg rebels who ecould u-il; have witnessed every
movement from the hills beh nd Fraderioksburg.

After the President had returned from the review,a
large number of general officers wers ted to him &t
beadqaniters, and later in the day dined with Gen. Hook-
or, who also had as guests seven mejor generals. Mrs, -
Gen. a0 WaAR pre ent.
kr‘l;h: :'u .:ppemubt;o of the ea and the borss artil-

agrevabls surprise to all who witnessr'd the
review, as the animaly ln? all been exposed to the win-
ter's storma.  They had evidently been well fed nod well
:;:M for; uith-:;‘o:a they fail to render powerful nid in

cam 7

¢ bad beon iupended fo bavn agrand review of infaotry
on yesterday, (Tuesdny.) but it was evident to all who
were out on Mouday that it would involve marebirg in
d'aop mud'ud wading through awolleu water courses, so
1T Was .

P & Linealo, mrlhtl by Gen. Hooker and
ataff, rode out to vieit several hosp and call: d on seve-
ral Generals at their headquariers. Mra. Linosin at one
time propossd to return to Washington in the afternoon
with Atto General Bates, but was prevailed upon to
remnin.  J Bates lefc at 3 o'elock with OI”.%IW
tord, of the Presdentisl party. To-day ( Wednesday) the
infaotry review will eomes off, and President Linonin will
roturn this sftern wn, uoless he deeides to awart nutil to-

morrow moruing nnd go up by duylight. The distinguinh-
-lu-:::-”mhnn en}zayq{ rridt.nd'::nﬂl.

HeanquanTens Army oF THE POTOMAC,

A review of & portion of the wrmy took place to-dny on
the plain in the rear of Falmouth. Genersl Hook r and
his Cotps Commanders were present. The soene preront-

whiah slone 1biey have been shis to feed aod supply their
By possessiog oursslves of

natural highways slone (and ::‘-‘mx:y f;'::

ed was undoubtedly one of the fosst military pagesnts
ever witnessed on this Qontinent,




